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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14, 15, and 30-33 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 14, 15, 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lo (US Patent No. 6,256,662) in view of Blasio (US Patent 
No. 7,139,094). 



Regarding claims 14, 15, 30, 32, and 33, Lo'094 teaches a scanner 
connection apparatus (130 Fig. 3) which comprising: a first communication 
interface 138 that connects to an image scanning device 144; a second 
communication interface 132 that connects to a control apparatus 102 on a 
network 120, where the control apparatus 102 has functions of setting a 
scanning condition (scan-to-file column 8, lines 5-10 or scan-to-application 
column 8, lines 45-50 is determined by the client 102 and further notice Fig. 
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10 setting scanner parameters) and of communication with the image scanning 
device (using the virtual TWAIN driver the application program software the 
client computer is able to communicate with the image scanning device, 
column 6, lines 58-65); a display unit having a screen that displays an image 
(Fig. 1 1 displayed at scanner server); but fails to teach a touch- sensitive panel 
arranged on the screen of the display unit. Lo'094 teaches a processor that 
controls the scanner connection apparatus (scanner server computer is an IBM 
compatible Pentium based machine or Motorola based processer column 6, 
lines 31-40), but fails to teach wherein, said display unit, said touch- sensitive 
panel and said processor configure a selection screen displaying unit for 
inputting a user instruction and for enabling to issue a scanning start 
command for the image scanning device, by; said processor receiving, from the 
control apparatus via said second communication interface, selection menu 
image data in which images of items to be selected by a user are arranged, 
where one of the items is used to instruct a scanning start; said display unit 
displaying the received selection menu image data; said processor detecting a 
touch on said touch- sensitive panel by the user's operation; said processor 
transmitting, via said second communication interface, information specifying 
an item designated by the user, to the control apparatus, based on the touch 
on said touch- sensitive panel, so that, a scanning start command is output to 
the image scanning device. However Lo'094 teaches a scanning start command 
based on a scanning start instruction issued by the user (user requests the 
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scanning operation to being utilizing the acquire command column 14, lines 
10-15) and wherein, said first communication interface, said second 
communication interface, said processor and the image scanning device 
connected to the first communication interface configure a unit which operates 
as a local image scanner of the control apparatus by said processor' s 
operations of (using the virtual TWAIN driver the application program software 
the client computer is able to communicate with the image scanning device, 
column 6, lines 58-65); outputting the scanning start command to the image 
scanning device via said first communication interface as a response to the 
scanning start instruction by the user (user click start when ready and 
document is scanned column 16, lines 55-59, notice that the first 
communication interface 138 is used to interface the server computer with the 
scanner, Fig. 2); receiving image data of an original obtained by the image 
scanning device via said first communication interface (notice after the 
document is scanned the document is stored in the scanner image table 1 60 
column 16, lines 60-62); and transmitting the image data of the original via 
said second communication interface to the network (image data file or image 
information is then transmitted from the scanner server to the client computer 
column 16, lines 61-65). 

Blasio'094 teaches a touch- sensitive panel arranged on the screen of the 
display unit (input device and display device implemented using any know 
developed devices such as touch screens and LCD displays column 5, line 65- 
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column 6, line 7) wherein, said display unit 150, said touch- sensitive panel 
140 and said processor 120 configure a selection screen displaying unit for 
inputting a user instruction (notice input device displaying desired 
predetermined destinations column 6, lines 31-35) and for enabling to issue a 
scanning start command for the image scanning device (start button of the 
input device column 6, line 38-40), by; said processor 120 receiving, from the 
control apparatus selection menu data in which items to be selected by a user 
are arranged (destination processing map portion described in column 7, lines 
1-9 scanner parameters column 7, lines 10-20), where one of the items is used 
to instruct a scanning start (start button of the input device column 6, line 38- 
40); said display unit displaying the received selection menu image data (notice 
the selection by the user using the one or more input devices and the one or 
more display devices column 6, lines 41-43); said processor detecting a touch 
on said touch- sensitive panel by the user's operation (input device being a 
touch screen column 6, lines 1-5); said processor transmitting information 
specifying an item designated by the user, to the control apparatus, based on 
the touch on said touch- sensitive panel, so that, a scanning start command is 
output to the image scanning device (based upon the user pressing a start 
button the input device, controller accesses the particular destination stored in 
the destination portion that has been selected by the user using the 
input/ display device and controls the input output interface to supply that 
destination to the host computer along with the indication that the host 
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computer is to begin pulling the scanned image data from the scanner column 
6, lines 38-45... further in regard to claims 30 and 31 there are both start 
commands and destination commands reading on the two menu items). 

Hence the prior art includes each element claimed, although not 
necessarily in a single prior art reference, with the only difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art being the lack of actual combination of the 
elements in a single prior art reference. In combination, Lo'662 performs the 
same function as it does separately of controlling scanning with a separate 
apparatus. Blasio'094 performs the same function as it does separately of 
using a touch panel, display, and controller to facilitate the transmission of 
image data scanned with a scanner engine to a output destination. Therefore 
one of ordinary skill in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by 
known methods, and that in combination, each element merely performs the 
same function as it does separately. The results of the combination would have 
been predictable and resulted in modifying the invention to include thereby 
allowing for increased functionality of the scanning system (Blasio'094 column 
1, line 53). 

Both Lo'662 and Blasio'094 are silent to selection menu image data in 
which images of items to be selected by a user are arranged and the first menu 
image data including items representing the plural transmission destinations 
having different transmission categories in one selection screen. 
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Mizuno'800 teaches selection menu image data in which images of items 
to be selected by a user are arranged, where one of the items is used to instruct 
a scanning start (as shown in Fig. 8) and the first menu image data including 
items representing the plural transmission destinations having different 
transmission categories in one selection screen (as shown in Fig. 8). 

Hence the prior art includes each element claimed, although not 
necessarily in a single prior art reference, with the only difference between the 
claimed invention and the prior art being the lack of actual combination of the 
elements in a single prior art reference. In combination, Lo'662 in combination 
with Blasio'094 performs the same function as it does separately of controlling 
scanning with a separate apparatus and using a touch panel, display, and 
controller to facilitate the transmission of image data scanned with a scanner 
engine to a output destination. Mizuno'800 performs the same function as it 
does separately of using images in a selection menu. Therefore one of ordinary 
skill in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known 
methods, and that in combination, each element merely performs the same 
function as it does separately. The results of the combination would have been 
predictable and resulted in modifying the invention to include thereby allowing 
for improved user interface. 

Regarding claim 31, Lo'662 teaches wherein the selection screen 
displaying unit configured by said display unit, input unit and said processor, 
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provides, to the control apparatus, information specifying plural transmission 
destinations on the network in which different transmission categories among 
a facsimile destination, a printer, a FTP destination, a file server, a PC, and a 
mail destination are included (abstract). 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to LAWRENCE E. WILLS whose 
telephone number is (571)270-3145. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, King Poon can be reached on 571-272-7440. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/King Y. Poon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
LEW 

August 30, 2010 



